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SISTERS OF CHARITY OF OUR LADY OF MERCY  CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 
 

Joseph Dalton Budds was born in Charleston on December 14, 1861. 

His father was Irish born; his mother, Anna Cunningham, was born in 

Georgia. He received his early education in the parochial and public 

schools in Charleston. Following graduation he entered the business 

world and was employed by Walter C. Bee and Company of 

Charleston for some years. He then attended St. Maryôs College, 

Emmitsburg, Maryland, from which he graduated with an AB degree 

in classical studies. Following graduation he began his theological 

studies at St. Maryôs and was ordained a priest on June 19, 1892 by 

Bishop Northrop in the old Pro-Cathedral, Queen Street, Charleston. 

His first assignment was as Pastor of St. Maryôs Church, Charleston 

where he remained until October 1893. He was then assigned as 

Rector of St. Maryôs, Greenville, SC. He served the people of St. 

Maryôs and the Greenville Missions until 1901 when Bishop Northrop 

appointed him Pastor of the Cathedral in Charleston. During his years 

as Pastor, the restoration of the present Cathedral was completed and 

the Pro-Cathedral on Queen Street was converted into a parish school. 

Besides his duties at the Cathedral, Father Budds was a member  
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of the Episcopal Council, Chancellor of the Diocese, and Superintendent of St. Lawrence Cemetery, Charleston. 

Bishop Northrop appointed him the Ecclesiastical Superior of the OLM Community at the end of 1913. He served 

in that capacity for the last four years of his life. 

 

In a ledger containing newspaper 

clippings and personal comments, Mother 

Stanislaus Hanley states: ñDear Father 

Budds, our Reverend Superior, entered 

our Infirmary the first week in January 

(1917).  From time to time we thought he 

might return to us, but as the days passed 

and change recurred in his physical 

condition all hope of his recovery was 

abandoned. He continued as Reverend 

Ecclesiastical Superior until his death.ò  

During these months Council Meetings 

were held at St. Francis Infirmary.  

 

The Cathedral Register of August 11, 

1917 states: ñFather Budds died on 

August 4, 1917 at St. Francis Infirmary, 

surrounded by members of his immediate 

family and the Sisters of the Infirmary 

who had cared for him so lovingly during 

his long illness, and Father McElroy, his 

confessor and life-long friend.ò His death 

certificate lists cancer of the liver as the 

cause of his death. Father Budds was 

buried in the Cathedral Church Yard at a 

spot he had selected as his final resting 

place.  

 

 

Photo from the diary of Mother 
Stanislaus Hanley, Sisters of Charity 

of Our Lady of Mercy Archives 
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