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"Be joyful aways; pray continually;
Ve thainks in all circumstances,
or this s God's wil for you In
Christ Jesus.”" | thessaonians 540-18

November 2017

SISTERS OF CHARITYFGDUR LADY OF MERCY CHARLESTON, SOUTH GXOLINA

March 1955, Mother Mary Bernard Campbell received a

Moments In letter from Bishop George W. Ahr of Trenton, NJ. The
o Bishop proposed that the Hightstown Mission be turned
Min |Stry over to the Victory Noll Sisters whose only mission was
catechetical instruction, and, that the OLMs, whose mission
. included teaching in parochial schools, transfer to Our Lad
Middlesex oo d

of Mt. Virgin, Middlesex, NJ, to staff the parish school.
Mother Mary Bernard and Council accepted the proposal
New Jersey provided it would not require more than four sisters.

The OLMs assigned to the new mission were Sr. Roberta
Bridgeman, Sr. M. Rita Dixon, Sr. Rosemary Boyd, Sr. M.

Our Lady of Mt. Ernest Ferro, and, Sr. Christine Marie Herring. On August
29, 1955, Reverend Emanuel Gauci informed Mother Mary
Virgin SChOO' Bernard that the sisters had arrived safely. He also invited

her to attend the dedication of the parish school on
September 4, 1955. The OLMs remained in OLMV,

1955-1984 Middlesex, until 1984.

Unknown Student, Sister Roberta
Bridgeman, OLM Principal, 1953961
Fr. Gauci, Pastor.
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Top Left Sr.Rita Dixon, 1955, getting ready to move from Legare
St. to NJ

Center: Sr. Roberta Bridgeman trying on some snow boots for the
trip North.

Bottom: Sisters Rosemary Boyd, Christine Marie Herring, M. Ern
Ferro, M. Rita Dixon and Roberta Bridgeman, 1955.

Top Right Sisters on steps of Convent.

Middle Right Our Lady of Mt. Virgin School

Bottom Right Our Lady of Mt. Virgin Convent
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Sister Roemary Boyd Remembers:

In early September, 1955, fivé us Sisters arrived in Middlesex, NJ at Our Lady of Mt. Virgin parish.
The pastor, Fr. Emanuel Gauci, and associate pastor, Fr. Delzell, greeting us warmly. The Victory No
Sisters, whom we were replacing, and many parishoners were there alscoimevei:

| vaguely remember also that a table full of groceries was provided by the parishioners to fill our pantn
shelves. School opened soon after our arrival. There were to be only four grades the first year. The
school building, however, was hquite ready on opening day. Blackboards had not yet arrived, so we
taped paper to the walls for the first week or so. The tiled floor in the hallway was uneven in places ar
had to be replaced. This was done without too much of a problem for therteand students.

Every yar a grade was added. In June of 1960 our first eigifetde class of students graduaseibtal of
50 children.

During the first five years the teachers in the school were Sisters Christine Marie, Mary Earnest,
Carmelita, Rosmary, Lawrence, Roberta, Mrs. Witkowskad Ms. Donnelly. Miss Donngllan Irish
lady, died of cancer. She was a wonderful English teacher. Classes in géadesetdepartmentalized
by Sr.Rosemary, Sr. Lawrence, and Miss Donnelly

Seton Halluniversity-Classes at Seton Hall were attended on Satudays during the scircaigéor
nine weeks during the summer. Most of us, before starting at Seton Hall, already had 60 credits towa
our degree from our OLM Junior College classes given at tlteévitouse.

CCDd During the school year we taught CCD classes on Sundays after Mass and on Wednesdays aff
school to middle grade students from the local public Junior High School. The Dondiego couple from
parish ran the CCD program for many years.

Religious Life Schedules:456:30 Morning Prayer and meditation. 6:30 Daily Mass in our convent
chapel. Often Fr. Gauci would have a requiem Mass to say. Sr. Roberta would play the organ and Sr
Christine Marie and | would sing the Latin hymns requiachis liturgy. Every # Sunday we had
Eucharistic adoration from 1:3000 followed by benediction. Spiritual reading was required during
supper and again after supper in the community room MeRddgy. Recreation was after the readings.
Night prayers followed recreation and grand silence began at 9 PM. Lights out by 10 PM or sooner, |
think.

For me the years in Middlesex 195960 were very happy ones. Sister Roberta was a wonderful
Superior and Principal to live and work with. Also Srs. €lime Marie, Mary Earnest, Lawrence,
Carmelita, and for one year Sr. Rita, were and remain always in my heart as lovely friends who blesse
my life.

Around 1%0 Father Gauci moved to Arizobacause of health problems. He was sorely missed.
In197671lwas sent to Middlesex to teach school w h

Hall. | enjoyed living and working with Sister Mary Joseph, Principal, Sister St. Anne, Superior, Sister
Veronica Janas and Sister Pat Blaney. During this yedotbl new church was built.
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OLMs arrive in Middlesex, NJ
1955

Sisters Ernest Ferro, Rita Dixon, Robertz
Bridgeman, Rosemary Boyd, Christine
Marie Herring.

-

Convent Chapel

prenh Alilan , ji.,
% Srchitect .

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

for THE CHURCH oF OUR LADY OF MT. VIRGIN, R:C.
MIDDLESEX ; NEW JERSEY.
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1961 Sisters Mary Thomas Neal, Magdalen Dwyer, Alice
Joseph Brady, Bridget Sullivan

1956 Sister Rosemary Boyd .
1962 Sister Mary Lawrence Cass

1968 Sisters Sella Maris Craven, Mary Bernard
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with school staff.

Sister Bridget Sullivan remembers

SNOW! Since snow is a rarity in South Carainydfirst real experience with snow was amazing. We southern
sat on the back porch and watched it fall. Then some of thartl 8" graders came to visit and we were
introduced to snav angelsremember we were in full habit! What a wonderful experience, wet habit and all.
Thank God Sr. Roberta was the Superior and understood our fascination and let us enjoy it all for awhile!




