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GThe story of Roman Catholicism in the nineteenth century IS the story of immigration. Until about 1¢
the Roman Catholic population of the United States was a small minority of mostly English Catholics
were often quite socially accomplished. But whgeveral years of devastating potato famine led million:
of Irish Catholics to flee to the United States in the mid 1840s, the face of American Catholicism beg
change drastically and permanently. In the space of fifty years, the Catholic popufati@Wnited States
suddenly transformed from a tigknit group of landowning, educated aristocrats into an incredibly
diverse mass of urban and rural immigrants who came from many different countries, spoke differen|
languages, held different social stiges, and emphasized different parts of their Catholic heritage.
Julie Byrne, Department of Religion, Duke Univeristy
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Sisters left their homes toome to America and eventually enter our community.
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An Interesting Acaisition

Recently the archives
received a little book

of meditations on the
prayer ANIMA
CHRISTI. Written

by Father Francis P.
LeBuffe, S.J. and
published in 1930 by
America Presghe

book was among
Msgr. James
possessions and sent

to the archives by
Rosalyn Wilkkinswhamot ed t he i nscriptio
with love from Sr. M.Thdddlowing ud
information about Sr. M. Gertrudé;r. LeBuffeand the Sottile

Family sheds some light on their connections with the OLM Community.

FRANCIS P. LeBUFFE, S Y.

Sister M.Gertrude Tarmey, was born in County Roscommon, Ireland,
November 2, 1885She came to the USA in 1908, entered the
Community on September 24, 1909 and\weofessedn April 8, 1912.

A 1916 graduate of St. Francis Xavier Hospital School of Nursing anc
certified by the State of South Carolina three years later, Sister M.
Gertrude served as Directress of Nursing at St. Francis from 1919 to
1942. She was asgned to Divine Saviour Hospital, York, SC in 1947
and was in charge of the operating room there until her retirement ea
1964. When she was awarded the Catholic Nurse of the Year for Sot

Carolina in May 1960, a rgdatestaiquet er
charm. It is not the kind that bounces out and says look at me. Rathe
charm slips up on you and you f K i

Sister M. Gertrude died at St. Francis Xavier Hospital, Charleston, or
August 23, 1964.

Nurse of the Year Award:
Sister Gertrude Tarmey, OLM

Dr. Leon Banov

Miss B. Molony
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THE BUILDING pictured above on the grounds of the Cathedral
is being removed to make way for the New Cathedral Day
School. It had been used for many years as the Diocesan
Home for Ladies. The site also served as the first Cathedral
Parochial School in 1869. Here, too, is the site of Bishop John
England’s Seminary, library of 17 000 books and the Cathedlal
Rectory. All were destroyed in the fire of 1861, ———— —

Father Francis P. LeBuffgas born in Charleston, SC, in August 1885. He attended the first

Cathedral Parochial School in the r1i90s. At the time the school was for boys only and

staffed by laity. According to research done by Sister M. Ignatia Gavaghan, OLM, one of his

classnates was Albert Sottile. Moreover, his principal teacher was Miss Margaret Eugenia

Sweegan, who became Mrs. Charles Gibson, the mother of Sister Mary Charles Gibson, OLM.
Francis LeBuffeentered the Jesuits in 1901 and was ordained in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1915. He served as a
educator, lecturer, sodality leader and prominent figure in the Catholic Press until his death May 27, 1954 in N
York City.

The Sottile Family include$e descendants of five brothers who immigrated to Charleston from Gangi, Sicily in
the late 18003hen they arrived in America they could
barely speak English and were of limited financial
resources.But through hard work, determination and strong
family bonds which united them, these brothers lived the
American dream to its fullest, becoming outstanding citizens who
prospered and served their communities wsdktile Family Reunion
publication) All five brothers became outstanding citizens who
prosperd and have served their communities well. Family
members have been friends and benefactors of the OLM
Community for decades. The plaqueshia Motherhouse Chapel
commemorate and evidence their generoditgwever, efforts to
identify the Mrs. Sottildo whom Sister M. Gertrude gave Father
L e B u f bobak base been unsuccesstiior is it known how
the book came to be amohAng Msg
information or suggestions you can provide will be welcome. The
search continues.



