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While the chapel ceiling was being painted recently and all the chairs were removed from the chapel, I took a
good look at the stained glass windows. I began to wonder about their history and thought an article in the View
would be appropriate for sharing their story.
Below is a timeline of their journey to May Forest

1896

• St. Joseph Academy Convent Chapel built in Sumter.
• Windows donated in memory of Sumter Citizens.

1930

• St. Joseph Academy closes.
• OLMs remain on premises which became a Mission Center until 1938. Windows are still in St.
Joseph Chapel.

1938

• OLMs move to O'Donnell Property-St. Catherine's Convent.
• Stained glass windows removed from former St. Joseph Chapel and placed in storage on St.
Catherine property.

1958

• Windows brought to James Island and placed in Chapel of the new Motherhouse, May Forest.

The following information was taken from “A Retrospect of The First Educational System in Sumter, South
Carolina” by Sister Mary deLourdes Boyle, OLM written in 1930.
“In the year 1863, the Charleston Convent was in the range of the Federal guns; therefore, it became necessary for
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy to see other quarters for the orphans and boarding pupils in their charge. Mr.
Edward Lafitte, a member of an old French family, and a prominent merchant in Charleston, relived the Sisters of all
anxiety by placing in their possession house and grounds in Sumter, South Carolina. The orphans, boarding pupils,
and a number of Sisters, under the direction of Sister Mary Joseph Kent, were sent to this new house, which after the
war was converted into an Academy for young ladies and placed under the partonage of Saint Joseph.” Thus
began Saint Joseph’s Academy operated by the OLMs from 1867 until 1930.

The New Building in 1867
“Saint Joesph Academy began its work under great difficulties, but the reputation of the Sisters as teachers
attracted many pupils from the town, country, and the states of North Carolina and Georgia, so that at the close of
the war, even though the orphans and the pupils from the Academy of Our Lady of Mercy had returned to
Charleston, the small building was no longer suited to the growing needs. In 1867, the new building, known as St.
Joseph Academy, was completed and paid for by means of the income received for board and tuition, but funds were
lacking for some of the necessary furnishings. The convent records contain the following letter, written under date
of July 28, 1867, by Mother M. Teresa (Barry) to Messrs. Eugene Kelly & Co. of New York City.” (shown on next
pages as taken from Sr. de Lourdes Boyle’s thesis)
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St. Joseph’s Academy with Convent Chapel on the left.
Sister Teresa
must have
received the
loan as the
Academy was
furnished and
flourished.
Various OLM
Sisters served as
Directress of the
Academy from
its opening until
1889 when
“Sister M.
Loretto Quinlan
was appointed
Directress and
held that office
until July 1900,
when she was
elected Mother Superior of the Community at the death of Mother Teresa Barry. While she was Directress, the
Convent Chapel was built. On November 22, 1896, the Feast of Saint Cecilia, the Chapel was solemnly dedicated to
Almighty God, under the patronage of Saint Joseph, by the Right Reverend H.P. Northrop, D.D., Bishop of the
Diocese of Charleston. It was a day of general rejoicing in Sumter, especially for the Sisters, who had made such
efforts to erect the chapel, and also for the members of the congregation, who had contributed to its erection, and
had moreover donated the handsome memorial windows in memory of their beloved dead.”
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Arrows indicate
windows from
Sumter that
were installed
at May Forest
Chapel in 1958.

The first listed
window of the
Crucifixion is
being stored in
our storage
shed.
From pictures it
is clear that
there were 10
windows.
Six were
installed at May
Forest.
The locations of
the other four
windows are
unknown.

“The Chapel became a hallowed spot for the Sumter Catholics. Many a visitor to the Divine Prisoner of Love stated
that on entering the Chapel door, there was an impulse that drew them to the Sanctuary rail.”
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Good
picture of
the
Chapel
windows
on the
left and
right
sides.

Stained glass
window behind
the altar is the
one we have
stored in our
storage shed.

THE VIEW FROM THE BLUFF

| Issue #56

8

“June 6, 1928 was the last commencement of St. Joseph Academy. On January 2, 1929, by order to the Council of
the Sisters of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy, the High School Department was closed. In the following June, the
entire school was closed. This was necessitated by the need of the Sisters in other fields of religious acitivity in the
diocese. Thus came to a close sixty-five yers of unremitting toil and zeal. Solid and refined in its results, the
education given was intended to train the heart as well as the mind; to form women who would not only grace
society by their accomplishemnets, but also honor and edify it with their virtues. The shrines raised in the souls of
the students-shrines where virtue and virtuoius deed live- perpetuate the good seed sown from generation to
generation, encircle St. Joseph Academy with an aureol significant of the eternal years of glory.”
“In August 1929, Right Reverend E.M. Walsh submitted to the Community the plan of using the Academy building as
a Missionalry Centre for the propagation of the faith. Unanimously, the Sisters gave acceptance.”
“The building continued to be the home of our Sisters for a short while. Later the O’Donnell home was occupied by
the sisters until the new brick convent on Liberty Street was built. During World War II the first floor of the Academy
was used as USO headquarters. After World War II the chapel was named Gerald Hall in memory of John Paul
Gerald who was killed in that conflict.” Later, the beautiful old building was torn down and Gerald Hall was moved.

St. Joseph Academy Convent Chapel
Built in 1896 by the Sisters
Between 1906 and 1911 the chapel was used by St.
Anne parish for daily and Sunday masses because
their parish church, St. Lawrence, was torn down.
In 1911 the present St. Anne Church was dedicated
by Bishop Northrop.
In 1930, St. Joseph’s Academy closed. In 1937 the
Sisters moved to the O’Donnell property and
conducted kindergarten while St. Anne’s parish
continued to use St. Joseph Chapel.
In 1946 the parish bought the chapel from the
Sisters and it was renamed Gerald Hall. In 1962
Gerald Hall was moved to its location on South
Magnolia from the corner of Liberty and Magnolia
where St. Catherine’s Convent was located.

St. Joseph’s Convent Chapel (Gerald Hall)…..May
Forest windows clearly seen in this picture.
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SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL NEXT TO SAINT JOSEPH ACADEMY, SUMTER
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OLM’s Move into the O’Donnell House in 1937

The O’Donnell House today serves as a wedding and reception location.
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THIS WINDOW IS BEING STORED AT MAY FOREST. IT WAS THE WINDOW BEHIND THE ALTAR IN THE ST. JOSEPH CHAPEL.
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HOLY EUCHARIST

MONOGRAM OF THE NAME JESUS

SACRED HEART
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ANGEL

HARP, SYMBOL OF PRAISE

LILIES, SYMBOLOF ST. JOSEPH
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Meet Our Associates
Ann Mitchum
1. Where do you currently live? Sycamore Ave.,
Charleston.
2. Are you currently employed? If so, please
describe your responsibilities and how long
you have been there. Retired
3. Tell us a little about yourself, including your
hobbies, interests. I am a native
Charlestonian and have never really lived
anywhere else. I am a widow for the last 11
years. I had four children. Two have passed
on and I have a daughter who lives in
Charleston and a Son who is a Director of
South Florida Veterans Cemetery in Lake
Worth Florida. I have eight grandchildren
who live all over the United States.
4. How did you become acquainted with the
Sisters of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy?
I guess I have always known the Sisters. I
had an aunt who was a Sister of Charity,
Sister Mary Ann Duffy. She died in the
1920’s or 30’s so I did not know her. I was
taught by the Sisters throughout my
elementary and high school years. I have
always had friends who were nuns. My
sister, Patty Duffy was a nun for three years
in the 1960’s
5. How long have you been an Associate?
I have been an Associate since 1995.
6. What compelled you to become an Associate
of the Community?
I began coming with my friend, Cecilia Velte.
Sister Marcella would have meetings with us
and we would listen to religious tapes and
would have presentations from the sisters on

spirituality and the history of the sisters. We
also had time to connect with the different
sisters.
7. Do you see yourself touching others’ lives as
many Associates have touched yours?
Yes, I feel that I have grown in my spirituality
and love of people by being a member of the
Associates and hope that I have touched
others as much as I have been touched. I find
that my sharing my faith only increases my
faith.
8. In what ways do you feel you carry out the
spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and the Sisters of
Charity of Our Lady of Mercy in your daily
life? I pray more and find gratitude comes
more easily to me. I am a member of my St.
Vincent De Paul group in my parish. I feel
that my faith is really nourished by being
able to bring Holy Communion to the
Homebound and those in hospitals.

Diane Heisser Cochran
1. Where do you currently live? Wappoo Heights.
2. Are you currently employed? If so, please
describe your responsibilities and how long you have
been there. Retired organist and realtor.
3. Tell us a little about yourself, including your
hobbies, interests. Reading, knitting and sewing.
4. How did you become acquainted with the Sisters
of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy? I attended
Cathedral School.
5. How long have you been an Associate? Many
years.
6. What compelled you to become an Associate of
the Community? By invitation.
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7. Do you see yourself touching others’ lives as
many Associates have touched yours? Yes.
8. In what ways do you feel you carry out the spirit
of St. Vincent de Paul and the Sisters of Charity of
Our Lady of Mercy in your daily life? Prayer, weekly
participation at the perpetual adoration chapel at
Blessed Sacrament Church; needlework projects for
the Neighborhood House.

Gertrude Cochran McManus
“Trudie”
1. Where do you currently live? I have lived in the
same house my husband and I built 63 years ago.
God called Neil to His house this pasts May and my
daughter Miriam moved in with me. What a
blessing!
2. Are you currently employed? If so, please
describe your responsibilities and how long you have
been there. I do not work nor have I these past 65
years of marriage. But with 5 children I managed a
24/7 schedule for many years. Add to that 14
grandchildren and 12 great grands! More blessings!
3. Tell us a little about yourself, including your
hobbies, interests. My entire life has been one of
unending blessings. Religious Sisters guided me
through childhood education with the Sisters of
Charity of Our Lady of Mercy in the Cathedral
Grammar School. Then at Bishop England High
School followed by the Sisters of Mercy at College
Misericordia. This molded my life upon the
foundation my parents laid out and instilled in me.
4. How did you become acquainted with the Sisters
of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy? The Sisters of
Charity of Our Lady of Mercy were no strangers to
me and being invited to become an OLM Associate
was the cherry atop my spiritual cake. Sister Stella
Maris was gracious to submit my name as a
candidate. Sister Marcella took over from there as
moderator.
5. How long have you been an Associate? My
commitment was made 23 years ago on April 24,
1993.
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6. What compelled you to become an Associate of
the Community? When God called me I felt it
through the spiritual leadership, example, planning
ability for then and the future by Sister Marcella.
When God called her home Sister Stella Maris took
over where Sister Marcella left off. All OLM Sisters
have been a tremendous influence upon my life.
7. Do you see yourself touching others’ lives as
many Associates have touched yours? I would like
to shout YES but I’ll leave that to them to answer.
8. In what ways do you feel you carry out the spirit
of St. Vincent de Paul and the Sisters of Charity of
Our Lady of Mercy in your daily life? As I have aged I
cannot carry on the ministry closest to my heart in
serving for 28 years to God, nursing houses,
hospitals and shut-ins. I have since found a special
ministry all my own with three little words-“God
Bless You!” I say it constantly to all my family,
friends, neighbors and above all….strangers. It gives
me great joy each time I say “God Bless You”. I
would hope this would be a charism of the Sisters of
Charity of Our Lady of Mercy. I am proud to be an
Associate.

Upcoming Event for
Associates, Sisters and
Future Associates
“Living Our Charity Charism”
A day of reflection and discussion with
Sister Mary Ann Daly, SC-NY
Saturday, November 5, 2016
9:30 am
John England Hall
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Sister Mary Cyril found this in a box in which the Advent wreath holder was stored.
Do you know what it is? It’s an ice crusher called a Chip Chop circa 1946. Ours is missing the end piece
which is a cork screw and bottle opener.
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